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PERMANENCE
 These images were made in a small train-

ing center located in a quiet edge of downtown 

Little Rock. Here young men and women from 

Ironworkers Local 321 learn and perfect the iron-

workers’ trade.

 Seemingly mundane, the images reveal a 

relationship of permanence and impermanence.

 Molded into objects such as bridges and 

building forms, the metal seems strong and pow-

erful. Yet, the degradation and change inherent 

in time’s constant processes weighs permanently 

on these metal objects. 

IMPERMANENCE

and

 Rust and the natural degradation of the mate-

rial that is assembled and disassembled by these 

union workers is evident throughout the photos. 

Perpetually, degraded structures must be replaced. 

 The names and faces of the individuals who 

work with the objects in these images change, but 

the role of their class does not.  Crucially, the strata 

of humans who do this repeated work, the working 

class, is permanent.

 — jay youngdahl 
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All photographs taken at 1315 W. 2nd Street, Little Rock, Arkansas in April  
of 2022.

Thank you to the Ironworkers Local 321 Joint Apprenticeship Committee and 
the instructors and workers for sharing this space with me.




